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Summary of Xerces-NRCS Partner Biologists’ work jointly funded by General Mills, Inc. and
the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Xerces Society staff work directly with landowners to design and plant pollinator meadows, as well as with NRCS technical leaders
in many states to improve NRCS guidance that helps farmers create high-quality habitat under a variety of Farm Bill conservation
programs. Pictured here is a pollinator prairie planted with technical support by Xerces staff in Iowa and financial support from
the Conservation Reserve Program. (Photo: Sarah Nizzi/ Xerces Society.)

Between October 1, 2016, and September 30, 2020, our team of partner biologists has achieved the
following impacts:
 Technical support to over 760 farms, NRCS staff, and other landowners.
 286 trainings that reached 18,593 people.
 45 miles of pollinator hedgerows and over 333,750 acres of new, enhanced, or protected habitat
on farms, dairies, and ranches in the regions where we work.
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Outreach and Technical Support
Our team of partner biologists funded by General Mills and the NRCS have provided technical support or
conservation planning assistance to over 760 farms, NRCS conservation planning staff, and other
landowners. This support included direct assistance in the design and implementation of habitat
plantings, as well as state-level support improving the quality of NRCS conservation program delivery for
pollinator or beneficial insect habitat across the region. In addition, partner biologists presented at 286
trainings and outreach events, reaching 18,593 farmers, NRCS and soil and water conservation district
staff, and other conservation partners. These trainings have increased agricultural producers’ interest
and engagement in pollinator conservation and NRCS conservation programs.

Partner biologists work with farmers and the NRCS to design and implement a wide range of practices. For example, cover
cropping with clovers and other legumes improves soil quality, helps with climate resilience, and provides abundant pollen and
nectar for bees. (Photo: Karin Jokela/ Xerces Society.)

Habitat Impacts
Partner biologists provided direct support to hundreds of landowners and NRCS field office conservation
planners. Our team’s design and planning work has led to:
 45,000 acres of improved or protected pollinator habitat through changes in farm, dairy, or ranch
management; and
 10,250 acres of new habitat and 22 miles of new hedgerows slated to be planted.
Partner biologists have also improved or expanded state-level NRCS programs and practices to better
support pollinator and monarch butterfly habitat. We have been able to document that these efforts
have led to higher quality pollinator habitat implemented on more than:
 70,000 acres of Conservation Reserve Program CP-42 Pollinator Habitat contracted between
FY2017 and FY2020;
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 6,400 acres of pollinator habitat contracted through the Conservation Stewardship Program







between FY2017 and FY2019;
111,000 acres of pollinator habitat contracted through the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program in North Dakota between FY2018 and FY2020;
84,000 acres of cover crops, pasture, and other habitat for honey bee forage in Minnesota,
Wisconsin, and Montana in FY2018;
4,500 acres of dairy pasture managed for pollinators in Wisconsin in FY2019 and FY2020;
2,600 acres and more than 3 miles of hedgerows contracted in FY2018 and FY2019 through a
new initiative we facilitated with the NRCS and the US Fish and Wildlife Service called the New
England Pollinator Partnership, which targets habitat conservation for monarch butterflies and
declining bumble bees.
20 miles of pollinator hedgerows contracted through the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program in California in FY2018 and FY2019.

In total, our work has culminated in 333,750 acres of habitat and 45 miles of hedgerows.

General Mills Supply Chain Update
Pollinator Habitat on General Mills Supply Chain Farms

 Cheerios: To date, more than 2,086 acres of pollinator habitat have been planted by Xerces’ staff

working with cooperating growers.
 Muir Glen and Cascadian Farms: To date, over 50 acres of pollinator habitat, including 9 miles of

pollinator hedgerows, have been planted by Xerces’ staff working with cooperating growers.

3

(Left) Lacy Phacelia (Phacelia tanacetifolia) and California poppy (Eschscholzia californica) in a diverse pollinator meadow seeded at a
General Mills supply farm in Yolo County, CA. (Bottom right) Joe Wallace of Wallace Brother Farms examines a rose hip on a
California rose (Rosa californica), one of many species of plants at a 1200 foot hedgerow planted in 2017. (Top right) the crew at
Wallace Brothers Farms installs their first hedgerow near a tomato field in Colusa County, CA. (Photos: Cameron Newell/ Xerces
Society, Kitty Bolte/ Xerces Society).
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Leah Rodvang of Manitoba Beef and Forage Initiatives near Brandon, Manitoba. The pasture had become dominated by grasses
and had a low forage value. Through Cheerios, we interseeding a mix of tame legumes and native wildflowers. (Photos: Stephanie
Frischie/ Xerces Society.)
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